CHAPTER V

SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTIVITIES FOR CHIL-
DREN FROM SIX TO SEVEN AND A HALF
YEARS

The Use of Centres'of'Interest

IN an earlier chapter1 we described the way in which a
simple centre of interest connected with the home
might arise from the free play activity of a group of
five year old children. At that stage of school life
"projects** are usually short-lived and are entirely of a
play nature; construction is crude and more or less
symbolic of the real thing, the end being always some
form of dramatic play.

In the later stage of Infants' School life, correspond-
ing to the change from a "play" to a "work" attitude
of mind, we find that an interest usually attracts the
attention of the whole class and is sustained over a
longer period of time* We shall generally see a desire
for closer approximation to reality, shown by better
types of construction and evidence of a more intellectual
attitude of mind, especially in the last six months of the
child's stay in the Infants' School.

* Chapter III.
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